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Is the non-LSUHSC individual's 
involvement on behalf of an institution 

or as an individual?

IIA is required

Does the individual's institution have 
an FWA? 

Is the individual's insitution willing to 
rely on LSUHSC for IRB review? 

Institution must sing an IAA or accept 
reliance through SMART IRB/IREx

Institution may use their IRB or defer to 
another institution's IRB

Is the individual's institution regularly 
engaged in human subjects research?

Institution must apply for an FWA

Is the institution a primary awardee for 
a federally-funded, non-exempt human 

subjects research?

Individual involved should sign IIA and 
institution should provide written 

permission for the conduct of the study 
on their site

When is an IRB Authorization Agreement (IAA) or Individual Investigator Agreement (IIA) Necessary?  

When a non-
LSUHSC individual 
is a key person* 

and/or engaged** 
in research: 

* A Key Person is any individual who us responsible for the 
design, conduct, or publication/presentation of research 
results.  
 
** An individual is engaged in research if:  

a. They interact or intervene with living individuals 
for the purpose of the research; or,  

b. Obtains individually identifiable private 
information for research purposes.  

 
Acronyms:  
FWA: Federal-Wide Assurance 
IIA: Individual Investigator Agreement 
IAA: IRB Authorization Agreement 
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